
 BABY TORQUE
AUSTIN 7 CLUB NSW INC

May - 2020 - Edition

Number 302



Page 2

Executive

Non-Executive

Austin 7 Club NSW Inc Austin 7 Club NSW Inc
Spare Parts

Name

Name

Home Phone

Home Phone

Mobile Phone

Mobile Phone

President

Spare Parts 

Paul Pui

Mervyn Boatwright

(02) 9958 1791

 (02) 9822 8609

(02) 9614 6030

(02) 9958 1791

(02) 9822 8609 

 (02) 9822 8609

(02) 9958 1791

(02)9614 6030 0414 906 591

(02) 9822 8609

Bendigo Bank

(02) 9545 1507

633-000

(02) 9624 2801

128875804

0413 621 078

0412 940 001

0414 906 591

0401 254 286

0481 771 523

0413 017 263

0413 017 263

0481 771 523

0412 940 001

0409 121 576

0414 351 246

0408 488 523

Kevin Lewis

Brad Sheringham

Amy Pui

Maureen Boatwright

Maureen Boatwright

Amy Pui

Kevin Lewis

Mervyn Boatwright

Laboratories Credit Union

Mark Wellington

802-841

Russell Linfoot

Robert Byrne

100008499

Vice President

Treasurer

Membership

Secretary / Public Officer

Events Director

Editor  

Web Master  

Club Examiner  

Bank

Chassis Register Officer  

BSB

Committee Member  

CMC Delegate  

Account 

As a courtesy, please do not contact 
Committee Members after 9:00pm

The Austin 7 Club NSW Inc meets at 8:00pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at Bankstown 
Sports, 8 Greenfield Parade, Bankstown NSW. Parking is available via Mona Street (off Greenfield 
Parade) in the multi-level car park. Visitors are welcome.

This magazine is published seasonly. Contributions to Baby Torque should be sent to The Editor, 
Baby Torque, P.O. Box 6009, North Ryde NSW 2113De
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President’s Report
Who would have thought that the world could have come to this! It was back in 

mid-January when Amy and I were in Malaysia for a holiday when news started 
filtering out about the mysterious Coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan. We tuned into the 
Chinese news and we saw reported cases increasing day by day from hundreds to 
thousands and saw frightening government actions to contain it. By early February 
we returned to Sydney and our hearts were wavering as to whether to still go on 
with our week away at Tamworth in March.  With only a handful of reported cases in 
Australia, the general consensus was to go ahead. Our stay at Tamworth was at the 
Austin Tourist park with good amenities, friendly staff, a BBQ dinner was provided 
for us as well. By the time we were leaving Tamworth news got worse and museums 
and shops were already shutting their doors.  As always, country runs such as this 
at Tamworth give the Austins a good and relatively safer runs with the added bonus 
of visiting a few interesting places. Please note any club activities will be put on hold 
for time being until further notice.

 Our club welcomes our newest member, Paul Cummins, who joined in March. 
We note in recent years, consistent with our observation of other vintage car clubs, 
that our membership has dropped as a result of aging or poor health of a number 
of long-standing members.  Many clubs have, in order to control cost, resolved 
to not issuing hard copy club magazines but through email. Our club committee 
has decided to continue issuing hard copy magazines but reduce the number of 
publications from 4 to 3, while all other communications will continue through email.  

 Keep safe and happy motoring,
Paul Pui 
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Baby TorqueEvents Report

Club Membership Renewals  Club Membership Renewals  
Please be advised that Membership renewals are due on 1st January 2020 and if 

not paid by that date, you cannot drive your vehicle registered with HVS Plates until 
your 2020 membership has been paid.

Fees :  Family Membership: $55.00       Single Membership:  $50.00    
Joining Fee    $30.00

 Payment method:        Direct Credit to LCU (details on page 2) OR cheques.
Cheque payments to be sent to the following address:

Mrs. Amy Pui, Membership Officer (Austin 7 Club NSW Inc)
P.O. Box 107, Northbridge NSW 2063

There were 2 planned events for Australia Day,2020. A Long Weekend in Mittagong/Robertson 
and the Annual Display at Parramatta Park.  You will find stories about these events inside this 
edition of the Baby Torque.  In February there was a Twilight Run Starting at Milperra and travelling 
through Menai, Heathcote and then to Woronora dam.  The entry gate to the dam was closed due 
to the damage caused by the fires.  We then enjoyed a drive to the water edge at Illawong and 
looking across to Lugarno.  Then to a very nice café in Illawong where we had coffee and hot food.  
On the run were Paul & Amy Pui, Terry & Joy Haynes, Russell Linfoot & Carol, Mervyn & Maureen 
Boatwright and Mark Wellington.

In March a small group met at the Austin Tourist Park in Tamworth ready for a 5 day tour of the 
area travelling to Moonbi, Quirindi, Werris Creek, Manilla, Nundle and Tamworth area.  Many 
kilometres were travelled and no problems occurred with the “Babies”.  You will find stories in this 
edition about the trip, told by members who attended.

At present due to the situation with Covid-19, there will be no Austin 7 Events or Club Meetings in 
the near future until advised otherwise.

Check Club Events page on Club Website for more info on coming events.

Meantime take care, look after yourselves and the Committee look forwards to seeing everyone in 
the near future at a Club Meeting or on a Club Run.

Happy Austin 7 Touring 

Maureen Boatwright

Special thanks to Bankstown Sports Club for providing a meeting room 
free of charge to our club for our monthly meetings.  Without the support 
of Bankstown Sports it would be difficult for the Austin 7 Club to hold 
meetings without passing on some costs. With their continual support our 
club is also able to enjoy the various facilities available to us.



Don Avery Memorial Shield Run.  The 3 W’s 
Windsor/Wilberforce/Wiseman Ferry. Meet in NRMA car-park George Street, Nth. 
Strathfield at 8.30 am & depart at 8.45 am. Morning tea BYO – lunch at Club, reasonable 
prices.  Contact Maureen with numbers attending as booking is required. Run organized by 
member Russell Linfoot

National Heritage Motoring Day – Breakfast Run. Meet Memorial Park, cnr. Restwell & 
Ross Streets, Bankstown at 8.00 am to depart 8.15 am.  Breakfast at Italian Restaurant in 
Revesby.  Bookings required, please contact Maureen with numbers attending.

Ladies Day – North.  Meet at NRMA car-park George Street, Nth.Strathfield at 8.30 am 
to depart 8.45 am.  This run includes morning tea and maybe a visit to a member’s garage.  
Lunch at a Club, good menu with reasonable prices.

Mystery Run –Progressive morning tea/lunch/afternoon tea.  Meet at Liverpool Regional 
Museum, cnr. Hume H/Way & Congressional Dr. Casula at 9.00 am. Bookings essential for 
catering purposes. Please contact Maureen.

Mountain Rally Weekend organized by Vintage Motor Club.  Numbers required for 
accommodation, please contact Maureen.

Shannons Sydney Classic-Eastern Creek.

All British Day, Kings School Nth. Parramatta –if you have not already done so, please 
contact Maureen a.s.a.p to order your tickets.

Oberon Trip – includes President’s Run.  Departs from Glenbrook Park, Great Western 
H/Way (travel over Lapstone Hill) 8.30 for 8.45 am Friday September 16.  For further 
information and cost please contact Maureen.  To confirm your booking please forward deposit 
of $50.00 per person to Austin 7 Club NSW Inc. P.0. Box 366, Casula Mall.  NSW 2170.  Entries 
will close July 15, 2016.  This will be a great trip, visiting many beautiful gardens and places 
of interest.

Centennial Park Austin 7 Display Day – Park Drive just down from gates at Oxford Street 
from 10.00 am

Christmas Party/Presentation Day

Annual General Meeting

SWAP MEETING - Newcastle 2 day swap meet at Cessnock Showground.

17 Apr 2016

15 May 2016
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 Timeline of motoring history               Part 1                               1679 - 1879 

The following is an abridged 
timeline of motoring history, 
which primarily concentrates 
on developments in Europe 
and North America and co-
vers the progressive intro-
duction of motorised road 
transport from the end of the 
17th Century until 2008. 
1679 █ Practical French scien-
tist Denis Papin invents the 
pressure-cooker or Digester. 
1690 █ Many before him have 
experimented with single charg-
es of gunpowder as a means of 
moving a piston in a bore but, 
Denis Papin publishes his ideas 
for harnessing steam as an al-
ternative, to achieve repeated 
cycles of movement. In doing 
so, he recognises the potential 
for a mechanical alternative to 
animals for mobilising carriag-
es. He goes on to build the first 
steam engine, which is used to 
pump water to a canal running 
b e t w e e n  K a s s e l  a n d 
Karlshaven in Germany. 
1698 █ English military engi-
neer Thomas Savery uses 
Papin’s Digester as the basis of 
a crude steam engine for 
pumping water out of flooded 
mine-shafts. 
1712 █ Denis Papin, visiting 
London in the hope of finding 
patronage, writes to a friend re-
porting his failure and asking 
for financial support to pay for 
his return to Germany. Never 
heard of again, it is likely that 

Papin died in London in abject 
poverty and complete anonymi-
ty. █ Thomas Newcomen, an 
ironmonger and blacksmith of 
Dartmouth, England, patents 
the Atmospheric Steam Engine 
and, together with John Calley 
starts to build and sell engines 
for pumping water out of mines. 
1765 █ James Watt, while en-
gaged in repairing a Newcomen 
engine, comes up with several 
improvements which substan-
tially change its method of op-
eration and increase its efficien-
cy. In so doing he lays a firm 
foundation for the design of all 
steam engines yet to come. 
1769 █ In Paris, Nicolas Jo-
seph Cugnot, a military engi-
neer, demonstrates a self-
propelled steam vehicle - the 
first on record. The French gov-
ernment requests Cugnot to de-
sign and build a larger vehicle, 
capable of moving large 
amounts of artillery. 
1770 █ At the French govern-
ment’s immense cost, Cugnot 
builds Fardier a large three-
wheeled artillery carriage and 
creates history’s first motor ac-
cident by knocking down part of 
a wall. 
1787 █ Oliver Evans of Mary-
land patents a steam engine for 
the use in powering carts and 
carriages. 
1801 █ Richard Trevithick, an 
early pioneer of the Steam Rail-
way, builds the first successful 
motor vehicle, and drives it 

through Camborne, Cornwall. 
Four days later it is destroyed 
by fire. 
1803 █ Trevithick builds a sec-
ond steam-powered carriage, 
which makes several success-
ful runs through the streets of 
London. Unfortunately it also 
frightens horses and kindles 
considerable public hostility. 
1805 █ In 1804 Oliver Evans, 
builds the world's first amphibi-
ous vehicle, Orukter Amphibo-
las, a steam powered dredger 
on wheels, for the Philadelphia 
Health Service. In July of 1805 
it makes a one and a half mile 
journey from Central Square to 
the banks of the Schuykill. It 
weighs 20 tons and is powered 
by a 5 HP twin cylinder beam 
engine driving both the paddle 
and 2 wheels. With no method 
of steering on land, the vehicle 
is much more successful as a 
boat. 
1807 █ In Switzerland, Fran-
cois Isaac de Rivaz builds, and 
demonstrates the first working 
internal combustion engine. It is 
fuelled by a mixture of hydro-
gen and oxygen and reliant on 
a foot-operated exhaust valve. 
Mounted on small trolley, trav-
els just a few metres. 
1816 █ Concerned about the 
number of people being killed 
by exploding steam engines 
Reverend Robert Stirling in-
vents and patents an alterna-
tive which is not only safer but 
also much more efficient. It 
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5 May 2013 
Wings Over Illawarra 
Our Club has received an Invitation to attend this event. Bookings are 
closed. 

 

19 May 2013  

Don Avery Memorial Shield Run & National Motoring Heritage Day 
- Australiana Pioneer Village at Wilberforce 
Meet at McDonalds, St.Hilliers & Parramatta Roads, Auburn at 9:15am. 
There are two different eating places with BBQ’s at Australiana Pioneer Vil-
lage or BYO lunch. Entry $5 Adults, $3 Children (under 5yrs FREE) and $15 
Family. Please contact Maureen on 9822 8609 if you are interested in at-
tending. 

 

15 Jun 2013 
 

Breakfast/Lunch Run - South West 
Meet at Mirambeena Regional Park Reserve, Lake Gilawarna, Georges Hall 
at 8:30am. We will travel on Henry Lawson Drive to Beatty Parade and into 
the car-park near the kid’s play centre, toilets and BBQ where we will enjoy 
breakfast (bring your own thermos of drink if necessary). A Mystery Run will 
follow. Please contact Maureen on 9822 8609 if you are interested in attend-
ing. 

 

20 Jul 2013 
- 

21 Jul 2013 

Christmas in July & Presidents Weekend Run - Port Stephens 
Our Club has been invited to join the Great Lakes Historic Car Club for a 
Christmas in July weekend in Port Stephens. This will also be our Austin 7 
Club President’s Weekend. Bookings are closed. 

 

18 Aug 2013 
Shannons Eastern Creek Display Day 
A limited number of Window Stickers have already been ordered at $15 
each. Please contact Maureen on 9822 8609 to secure your sticker. 

 

25 Aug 2013 All British Day - Kings School North Parramatta 
Please contact Maureen on 9822 8609 to place your name on the list.  

15 Sep 2013 Club Run - TBA  

29 Sep 2013 Centennial Park Display Day  
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Wings Over Illawarra 
Our Club has received an Invitation to attend this event. Bookings are 
closed. 

 

19 May 2013  
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- Australiana Pioneer Village at Wilberforce 
Meet at McDonalds, St.Hilliers & Parramatta Roads, Auburn at 9:15am. 
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lage or BYO lunch. Entry $5 Adults, $3 Children (under 5yrs FREE) and $15 
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Breakfast/Lunch Run - South West 
Meet at Mirambeena Regional Park Reserve, Lake Gilawarna, Georges Hall 
at 8:30am. We will travel on Henry Lawson Drive to Beatty Parade and into 
the car-park near the kid’s play centre, toilets and BBQ where we will enjoy 
breakfast (bring your own thermos of drink if necessary). A Mystery Run will 
follow. Please contact Maureen on 9822 8609 if you are interested in attend-
ing. 
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Christmas in July & Presidents Weekend Run - Port Stephens 
Our Club has been invited to join the Great Lakes Historic Car Club for a 
Christmas in July weekend in Port Stephens. This will also be our Austin 7 
Club President’s Weekend. Bookings are closed. 
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Shannons Eastern Creek Display Day 
A limited number of Window Stickers have already been ordered at $15 
each. Please contact Maureen on 9822 8609 to secure your sticker. 

 

25 Aug 2013 All British Day - Kings School North Parramatta 
Please contact Maureen on 9822 8609 to place your name on the list.  

15 Sep 2013 Club Run - TBA  

29 Sep 2013 Centennial Park Display Day  
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Shannons Eastern Creek Display Day 
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19 June 2016

3 Jul 2016

16/17 July 2016

14 August 2016

28 August 2016

16 Oct 2016

27 Nov 2016

13/14 Aug 2016

14 Dec 2016

16/17/18
Sept 2016
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16 August 2020 Shannons Sydney Classic.  Not confirmed as yet.

13 Sept 2020 40th Annual British Display.  Hopefully will go ahead on this date. 
(Otherwise at a later time). Contact Maureen to order ticket a.s.a.p)

22 Nov 2020 Club Christmas Party/Presentation Day (Location to be advised). (Sunday)

9 - 14 April 2022 Austin 7 National Rally – Warrnambool.  The Austin 7 Club Inc (Vic) has just announced that the 2022 
National Austin Seven Rally will be held in the seaside town of Warrnambool. The Rally Registration will be on 
Saturday 9th April, and conclude with a Farewell Dinner on Thursday 14th April. Expression of Interest will be 
available at the end of the year. Set aside the dates to celebrate the 100 years of Austin 7s and tour the areas. 
Any queries can be directed to Andrea Casabene and the Rally Committee at 2022rallyinfo@gmail.com

Austin 7 Club NSW Facebook
Kevin Lewis has created an Austin 7 Club NSW Facebook page 
and invited everyone in the club to be a member. This will 
allow people to check on what’s happening in the club and add 
comments and photos if they wish to. 

WAKEFIELD PARK 
RACEWAY-GOULBURN
Mervyn and Paul Boatwright both ran in Regularity 
Division at Wakefield Park Raceway at Goulburn. on 
the Weekend of November 16 and 17, 2019.  This two-
day meeting was to celebrate the Twenty Fifth Birthday 
of Wakefield Raceway. Both boys went very well with 
good times. Paul drove his Ulster and Mervyn drove 
Col Masterson’s Austin.

DUE TO THE PRESENT SITUATION WITH COVID 19,  
THERE WILL BE NO AUSTIN 7 CLUB EVENTS IN THE NEAR FUTURE 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS:
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CARnivale – Australia Day 
26th January 2020

Once again Australia Day proved to be extremely hot and the Austin 7 participants in CARnivale had to find 
shelter under a tree in front of Government House in Parramatta Park. There was a small breeze which kept us 
cool through the day and we had a good vantage point to watch the comings and goings in Park.

We were a small band this year; four little cars, but they attracted a lot of attention from the visitors which was 
well out of proportion to their size!

Club members attending were Trevor Hails in his 1932 Deluxe Saloon, Anthony Harte in his 1929 Meteor, 
Kevin Harte in his 1929 Roadster and Brian and Deirdre Haywood in their 1933 Deluxe Box Saloon, ‘Annie’.                                                                                                             
Unfortunately, Eric and Ann Bourne were not able to join us and of course we missed Kevin and Barbara Fahey 
this year. 

The Austin 7s joined around 250 other Classic cars being displayed in the Park outside Government House, 
together with an excellent display in the Rose Garden of fire engines from the Museum of Fire in Penrith and 
several Veteran cars from the turn of the last century. 

The Austins registered with the Vintage Vehicle Club so that we could all park together. We met up at Bunnings 
car park in Westmead and entered the Park through the Queens Road entrance and were sent directly to the 
show area. The Rotary breakfast had been set up at the top of the show area as it was last year.

The Australia Day festivities and attractions in the Park were much reduced. There were Hot Air Balloons 
opposite the Queens Road entrance from 6am till about 10am, but the extensive area with stalls offering a large 
selection of food from many ethnic origins was not there. The open-air stage with a continuous programme of 
activities and music through till the fireworks at 9pm was there, as was the large fun fare with rides for the kids. 

This year there was a display of Range Rover and Landrover Discoveries in the Rose Garden to celebrate the 
50th Anniversary of the brand.  

It was an enjoyable day and good to be able to share it with Austin friends, but there must be questions as to 
whether the event continues in the Park next year in its current format.

bnh  11/2/2020
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CARnivale – Australia Day 
26th January 2020
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Australia Day Weekend

Day 1 Saturday 25th January

It seems so long ago but in January we were in the 
midst of travel restrictions, not because of Covid19 but 
bushfires. Just a week before our planned departure 
to the Southern Highlands there were road blocks 
in the area of our planned route, every motel room 
was reserved for firefighters, the Mittagong RSL Club 
housed evacuees, temperatures were in the high 30’s 
and most of the tourist attractions were closed. Thick 
Smoke and dust storms reduced visibility on the roads 
and it seemed that our much anticipated long weekend 
trip away was not going to happen.

Fortunately, on the Thursday night prior to our 
departure, Mother Nature had second thoughts and 
made way for the mighty Austin 7’s. Heavy rain cooled 
and cleared the air, dampened the fire grounds and 
allowed the babies to comfortably cruise into Mittagong 
and set up the weekend base at the RSL club.
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Day 1 began at 9.30am with a driver briefing and after issuing a scavenger hunt list and questionnaire we were on 
our way to the first stop, The Fitzroy Iron works. 

Reminiscent of an ancient archaeological site and nestled in the unlikely confines of the modern shopping centre 
carpark, the original iron works marked the dawn of manufacturing in Australia. Prior to the discovery of iron in the 
area in the 1840’s all such metal had been shipped from England. 

Following our stroll through history we then departed in the babies for a workout with a hill climb up to the Mount 
Gibraltar lookout. Once again Nature intervened but this time with thick fog affording some the excuse of poor 
visibility and missing the turn, to explain their delayed arrival. The fog also clouded the view but somehow didn’t 
have the same delaying effect on the downhill run into Bowral?

Following a head count we then set off for the easy downhill highway run to Fitzroy falls. One member didn’t find 
the run so easy and in fact failed to proceed on multiple occasions. The roadside remedy included an elastic band 
and fencing wire. Eventually we all rolled into the Fitzroy Falls carpark together albeit a little late. The falls were 
spectacular as usual despite the smokey haze in the valley.

The next stop was a 400 metre hop down the road to Grandpa’s 
Shed. It’s impossible to describe the range and quantity of merchandise 
held in the confines of that shed. I did ask the proprietor his reasoning 
for the modern empty beer cans on display, to which he replied that 
one day they too will be antiques. After extracting Merv Boatwright from 
his element were able to continue our journey to Robertson.

The road took us through the picturesque countryside for which the 
Robertson area is famous. The scenery was so hypnotic that one 
member continued to the coast, bypassing Robertson all together. We 
didn’t see him again until after dark back at Mittagong. The rest of us 
parked in Robertson and split up to browse through the town and take 
some lunch.

After lunch we met at our agreed departure point for another scenic 
drive back towards Mittagong to the Sturt Gallery. 

Our final stop was the Fitzroy Inn where we took another journey 
through history. The Inn was first established in the 1830’s and 
was used as rest stop for the transport of prisoners from Sydney to 
Goulburn. We had a guided tour through the convict cells as saw the 
original well which has never run dry and continues to supply water 
today.

After a long day it was time to return to our base for a rest before 
dinner, time to complete the questionnaire and collect more items for 
the scavenger hunt.    

Joanne Wellington

Australia Day Weekend

Day 1 Saturday 25th January



Page 10

Australia Day Long Weekend
Day 2 – Australia Day – 26/01/2020

Organised by Maureen Boatwright. Starting from Springs Resort Mittagong, we travelled through Bowral 
then Moss Vale following the continuous trail of beautiful blue Agapanthus’ along the roadside. We stopped 
for morning tea at Sally’s Corner and entered Heatherbrae Pies, cakes & coffee where a Birthday Cake was 
presented to a surprised Mark Wellington who was celebrating a special Birthday.  We then travelled a few 
miles, cut across the Expressway and entered the gateway to Our Lady of Mercy at Penrose Park. We walked 
around the grounds and looked at the grottos, there were 30 or more of these grottos. The Fathers of Pauline 
from the Catholic Church at Penrose Park had built the grottos as close as possible to the originals that are 
located all over the world.

We then made our way to Eling Forest Winery and Café.  Of course we sampled wines, red, white and 
sparkling and an unnamed person knocked over an expensive bottle of red wine which smashed onto the 
cream tiled floor causing big splattering.  All of this was followed by a light lunch.  Then a few Austin 7’s made 
their way to Berrima where celebrations and stalls were very inviting.  Others went shopping in Bowral.  We all 
eventually made our way back to the Resort where we freshened up and dined again at the Mittagong RSL.  I 
need to mention that at the commencement of our weekend, Mark Wellington gave the driver of each vehicle a 
list of extremely difficult items to be collected during our travels over the weekend.   I’m not sure if any divorce 
proceedings will be happening in the near future, due to some people not being able to provide all the items 
requested on their list.

A special thank you to Mark Wellington who organised Day l of the Australia Day weekend. 

Maureen Boatwright
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Day 2 – Australia Day – 26/01/2020
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Tamworth - Sunday 15 to 20th March

Sunday March 15 - Local museum tour

With the bush fires and floods over, but with the 
looming threat of the Coronavirus, our club went ahead 
with our planned trip to the beautiful countryside of 
Tamworth, some 600km away from Sydney in the north 
west. Maureen picked the Austin Tourist Park as our 
accommodation for the week, John Moyes and Kath 
Cole drove in in their camper van, Mervyn and Maureen 
Boatwright arrived in their black 1933 Austin 7 Saloon. 
Graham Burgess and Elaine Taylor with “Rita” and Paul 
and Amy Pui with their 1929 cream Tourer. As most 
people arrived by lunch time, Maureen planned a quick 
run to the local museum, the Moonbi Museum.

Amy Pui
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Tamworth - Sunday 15 to 20th March

Monday March 16 - Tamworth regional areas

A glorious early winter day welcomed us on our 
second day at Tamworth. 

On the dot of nine o’clock, we took off on the road to 
Wallabadah for morning tea at the “First and Second 
Fleet” memorial park. From there we travelled to 
Quirindi, one of the 8 beautiful areas in the Liverpool 
Plains and headed towards Bob’s shed where 
thousands of memorabilia from the 40s and the 50s 
were neatly on display and housed in huge sheds. 
The displays were grouped in individual categories 
and there was also a huge collection of Peter Brock 
memorabilia including a replica of Peter Brock’s 1985 
commodore. A sausage sizzle lunch followed and 
needless to say everyone had a great time.

The amazing neat displays of items in each room and 
display areas are like tapestries on the walls. 

Amy Pui
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Tamworth - Sunday 15 to 20th March

Australian Railway Monument and Rail Museum

From there we travelled some 20kms away to Werris 
Creek, Australia’s first railway town with the railway 
station built in 1879 as part of the Great North Railway 
under the leadership of John Whilton, a railway 
engineer. 

Bob’s Shed

Werris Creek Station museum
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Tamworth to Manilla run - Tuesday 17th March 

Tuesday Mervyn Boatwright led the group on a 44 Km run to Manilla 
which is situated on the junction of Namoi and Manilla rivers.      After our 
lovely lunch at the bakery Mervyn took us to another destination a little out 
of town and on arrival it was obvious the run was planned for Mervyn but 
there was one major mistake as he had not brought a fishing line.    Being 
the avid fisherman, we thought we saw tears in Merv’s eyes at being 
unable to wet a line in the river at the cascading weir which we were told 
was where the fish gather and the local wood ducks also sit in wait for their 
lunch.   I feel sure Merv would have paid dearly for a fishing rod at that 
moment.

John Moyes suffered an injury to his leg that required medical attention 
and chose to wait for a doctor and some treatment for the wound.  John 
preferred to have treatment than to later  experience a foot  amputation as 
it would be difficult driving an Austin Seven with only one foot.  It was stated 
by one of the group that should be OK as you can drive an Austin Seven 
with only one hand so why not one foot.   Hmmm.

The trip back to Tamworth was a little entertaining with the huge trucks 
and dog trailers whizzing by on their return unladen trips South.  One event 
was a stain your undies fright as a large truck overtook little Rita and then 
swerved back in much too close for comfort.   A wild grab at the steering 
wheel and the hand brake avoided a nasty outcome for Rita as well as 
Elaine and Graham as they recovered from the shock situation.

With the toilet paper debacle in full swing across the country a challenge 
was set as to who could get some dunny rolls to take home.  Paul Pui came 
out of the local supermarket claiming victory with two packets of tissues 
from the local store but was disappointed to learn there would be no toilet 
paper until the following day. After all, two packets of tissues were almost 
a full load for the Austin Seven.  Graham and Elaine managed to salvage 
some pride by purchasing a little washing powder to take home for Maria.  
But not as though it was a successful challenge but a little bragging was 
achieved as we at least we would be able to wash our undies after the lorry 
incident.

The night finished back at the caravan park where our hosts Frank and 
his daughter Alison prepared a wonderful Barbeque by the pool.   A few 
mossies began to gather which encouraged us to scamper back to the 
rooms and avoid the terrible fate that had fallen to my wife Maria when 
she was struck down with Ross River Fever from mossies at home which 
caused her to abandon her plans to attend the rally.   So ended yet another 
great day for us Austin Seven enthusiasts on yet another sojourn to distant 
places just for the fun of it.

Graham Burgess

A small town located 45km northwest of Tamworth
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Thursday 18th March - A Day at Nundle

The day of the Nundle excursion commenced with a photo shoot of our Austin Sevens Lined up under the 
“Austin Tourist Park” sign. The owners of the Tourist Park, Frank Edwards and his daughter Alison brought out 
their Austin Seven to be included in the line up. Their Austin is no longer going, but with the help of the ride 
on mower it was maneuvered into centre place where it certainly added a touch of class to the line up. Photos 
completed we the intrepid travellers headed our Austins along the road to Nundle while Frank and Alison’s 
vehicle was towed back to its garage by the ride on mower. I’m sure the desire to get it mobile again was 
rekindled, although the time constraints of running a business must make it very difficult.

The road to Nundle follows the river flats of the Peel River bordered on either side by steep mountains. The 
Austins travelled this scenic road with great ease. The fertile valley has responded to the drought breaking 
12 inches of rain experienced in February with lush green growth and stock that look to be thriving. Locals 
have pointed out that despite the rain, waterways and dams had still not filled and this was apparent when we 
stopped at the Chaffy Dam. It still has a long way to go before it is filled to capacity. Never the less it was very 
picturesque and campers were set up on the waters edge enjoying the location. We reached Nundle right on 
morning tea time and took full advantage of the refreshment van operating in the town centre.

We were booked for a tour of the Mount Misery Gold Mine which is entered through an everyday looking 
doorway in the Mount Misery Gold Mine Café. On stepping through you found yourself in a past era, the 
underground of the early gold diggers, now set up as a museum displaying items, techniques and the life style 
of those gold rush days. The first display was a large sluice compete with running water showing one of the 
ways the gold was separated from the diggings. The tunnel continued on full of interesting items and history. 
Many of the items were on loan from local residents which suggests these people are descendants of survivors 
of the gold mining days. The location was originally called Mount Pleasant but after the first winter of bitterly 
cold temperatures, snowfalls, living and working in damp, makeshift conditions there were many deaths and 
the name was changed permanently to Mount Misery. Just last winter a low of minus 14 degrees was recorded. 
We continued along our well lit well maintained underground tunnel to a bend where there was a padlocked 
corrugated tin door. Beyond that door was one of the original tunnels, with no lighting, no guarantee that it 
wouldn’t cave in at any moment and lots of spiders. We were content enough to continue along our tunnel back 
to where the tour had started, where we were introduced to “Marmaduke” the cat (this may not be the correct 
name) who was a victim of a cave in. The cat must have followed its owner to the diggings on that fateful day 
when the cave in occurred leaving them buried in the dry dark place where over time both bodies became 
petrified. I was rather glad that it was only the cat that could be put on display and amazed at how every detail 
was so perfectly preserved. It did bring home the dangers these pioneers were exposed to. Back in the café 
we sat down to sandwiches, tea and coffee but were brought face to face with some of the dangers of our 
present way of life. Because of the threatening spread of the Corona Virous the Nundle Tourist Office, where we 
were going to view a display of precious stones was closed. With some unexpected free time, we explored the 
village in our own ways. Graham seemed to become involved in the cutting down of a camphor tree, Amy had 
a preview of the Wool shop at the Woolen Mill, John and I checked out the antiques through the window of a 
closed antique shop and wondered through another nick knack shop which had a variety of lovely but expensive 
brushes and goodness knows what the rest got up to!

We came together again at 2.00 pm for a tour of the Woolen Mill. It is now the only productive woolen mill 
still in operation in Australia. The carding machine was built in 1904 (making it older than our Austin Sevens) 
and although more modern machines have since been designed the actual principles of the carding procedure 
remains unchanged. The Scottish lass who worked the machines had gained he experience in the big Scottish 
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Woolen Mills and was obviously very competent and interesting to listen to. After 
Carding the wool is twisted into threads wound into spools. The wool is then unwound 
into hanks or skeins ready for dyeing. There are only two employees at the mill and 
unfortunately the woman who does the dyeing was not there that day, but we saw 
evidence of her work with some of the skeins of wool hanging above the dye bath. 
Some previously dyed wool was then wound into balls of wool that knitters buy in 
shops. We then got to browse through the Mill’s shop which was stocked with a whole 
range of beautiful woolen items. The tour and demonstration were free so the least we 
could do was purchase some woolen socks and stock up on some knitting wool for 
future projects.

The final suggestion for the Nundle visit was a trip up the mountain to the Hanging 
rock Lookout. Merv took the lead. The first to drop out was John’s “Phryne” who put 
in a fair effort considering she was operating without a fan belt (having come off a day 
earlier) and a choke held in place with a cable tie. Next were Graham and Elaine who 
decided to save “Rita” for another day. Paul and Amy must have got very close to the 
summit before they turned around, and Merv and Maureen driving “Bentley” the car 
left to them by Warren Gracie made it all the way to the top. We declared them the 
winners of the hill climb competition and like to think Warren would have been very 
proud of his little car’s s achievement. Back at the camp sitting together having “happy 
hour” Paul offered Merv a beer- appropriately labelled “Mountain Goat Beer”. What an 
amazing day Merv and Maureen had put together for us and didn’t we enjoy it!

Kath Cole
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~   2014  PRESENTATION  DAY   ~~   2014  PRESENTATION  DAY   ~~   2014  PRESENTATION  DAY   ~   
   

SHIELDSSHIELDSSHIELDS   
 

Club Member of the Year ………………………………….……...……. Name 

Club Car of the Year ………………………….………………………...... Name 

President’s Shield ……………………………………….………………..... Name 

Don Avery Memorial Shield ………………………………………….… Name 

Most Enthusiastic Club Member ……………………………..…….. Name 

Longest Distance Travelled for an A7 ………………………... Name 

Motor Sport Shield …………………………………………..……………. Name  

 

TROPHIES TROPHIES TROPHIES    
 

Club Member of the Year ………..……………………………………... Name 

Club Car of the Year ………………………………………...……………. Name 

President’s Run ………..…………………..……………………………….... Name 

Don Avery Memorial Run ………………………………………………... Name 

Most Enthusiastic Club Member ……………………………..…….. Name                                 

Longest Distance Travelled for an A7 ..………………………. Name 

Motor Sport Trophy ………………………..…………………..…………. Name 

Austin 7 Achiever of the Year ……………………………………..…. Name                                                            

Austin 7 Point Score Winners …………………………………...….. Name 

Austin 7 Brain Teaser Winners ………………………………………. name                                                           

Tail End Charlie - President’s Run ……………………………….... Name 

Crankshaft Breaker for 2014 ……………………………….……... Name 

Thank you - Club  Raffle Sales Lady ……..………………………. Name  

 

 

 

These minutes of the Austin 7 Club NSW Inc are to be confirmed at the next General Meeting 
Minutes of the XXXXX  XXXXXX General Meeting 
Held on 12 June 2013 at BankstownSports, 
8 Greenfield Parade, Bankstown. The meet-
ing was opened at X.XXpm by Warren 
Gracie who welcomed all members. 
 

Minutes taker: Maureen Boatwright 
 

Attendees: 17 
 

Apologies: Joanne Wellington, Amy & Paul 
Pui, Carolyn Thompson, Helen Lewis, Helen 
& Denis Quartly, Paul Boatwright, Paul Kind-
er, Barbara and Kevin Fahey. 
 

Visitors: Nil 
 
Moved: Mark Wellington     Seconded: Ken Rolley 
 

Minutes of previous meeting read and 
accepted: 
 
Moved: Mark Wellington     Seconded: Faye Yarroll 
 

Business arising from minutes: Regarding 
Proposal - TCIS Insurance will contact Com-
mittee within a few days and we are still wait-
ing a reply from the RMS. Maureen apolo-
gised for not including Paul & Amy Pui in 
Apologies for March Meeting. 
 

Run Log: 7 vehicle movements between 15 
February 2013 and 7 April 2013. 
 

Correspondence: Inwards: Overland Tele-
graph, 2 x Baby Torque W.A, Lightshaft VIC, 
The Depender, Bent Wire, Drive Chatter, 
Vintage & Veteran Car Club (Goulburn), 
Flyer - Motorlife Museum Kembla Grange 
Auction 19 May 2013, Letter from Covercraft 
at Seven Hills. Terry Woodhouse A7 Club 
Vic sent card & 20 National Rally Entrants - 
Austin 7 Direction signs. Outwards: Nil  
 
Moved: Robert Yarroll     Seconded: Mark Wellington 
 

Treasurers Report: Warren Gracie read the 
Financial Report in Helen Lewis’ absence. 
 
Moved: Ken Rolley     Seconded: Robert Yarroll 
 

Spare Parts Report: Mervyn Boatwright 

read the Spare Parts Report. 
 
Moved: Ken Rolley     Seconded: Graham Burgess 
 

Editor: Position Vacant. 
 

Membership Officer: Faye Yarroll reported 
81 financial members, letter sent to David 
Snape (NRMA) for Business Card Sponsor-
ship renewal, website activity very good, 
events gallery new photos of AOA2013 and 
new video clip and information of Austin 7 
books for sale published by Ian Itter.  
 

Welfare: Thank you card received from Rus-
sell Linfoot, card sent to Ada Thompson who 
is recovering in hospital after surgery.    

Public Officer/Secretary:  Nil.  
 

Events Team: Christmas in July and Presi-
dents Weekend  - 5 rooms booked at Port 
Stephens. $265 per double. On National 
Motoring Heritage Day our Club will visit the 
Australiana Pioneer Village at Wilberforce on 
19 May 2013.  
 
Moved: Mark Wellington     Seconded: Robert Yarroll  
 

General Business: Ken Rolley suggested a 
framed photo of Club Cars be given to 
BankstownSports to show our Clubs Appre-
ciation for allowing us to use their Club to 
hold our General Meetings. CMC raffle for 
Prostate Cancer Research for 1963 Chrysler 
Valiant Car has raised $11,500 and will be 
drawn at Shannons Sydney Classic Day on 
18 August 2013. If you were one of the en-
trants at the National Rally at SA and would 
like to be one of 20 members to obtain a 
wonderful memento, then please contact 
Maureen on 9822 8609. Four door prizes (A7 
clocks) donated by Ken Rolley.   
 

Meeting closed: 8.50pm 
 

Door Prize - Won by Ron Selig 
Raffle - Won by Kevin Harte 
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Add text here 

 
 
 

Single Membership Fee for 2015 …… $50 
Family Membership Fee for 2015 …… $55 
Joining Fee …………………………………………… $30 

 

The Joining Fee applies to all new members and those who 
have not renewed their Membership by 31 January each year. 

Your Club Membership renewal was due on 1 January 2015 
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editors name 
“Many Happy Returns” to all 
Club Members celebrating 

their Birthday during 
January & February 2015. 
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e This magazine is published bi-monthly: Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct 

and Nov/Dec. Contributions to Baby Torque should be sent to The Editor, Baby 
Torque, P.O. Box 6009, North Ryde  NSW 2113 no later than the 2nd last Friday prior 
to publication. 
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Executive Name Home Phone Mobile Phone 

President Warren Gracie (02) 9569 2108 0417 417 826 

Vice President Paul Pui (02) 9958 1791 0413 621 078 

Secretary / Public Officer Maureen Boatwright (02) 9822 8609 0413 017 263 

Treasurer Helen Lewis (02) 9709 2344 0407 108 196 

Non-Executive Name Home Phone Mobile Phone 

Events Director Maureen Boatwright (02) 9822 8609 0413 017 263 

Spare Parts Mervyn Boatwright (02) 9822 8609 0412 940 001 

Club Examiners Warren Gracie 
Mervyn Boatwright 

(02) 9569 2108 
(02) 9822 8609 

0417 417 826 
0412 940 001 

Membership     

Editor / Webmaster    

As a courtesy, please do not contact Committee Members after 9:00pm. 
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  Austin 7 Club NSW Inc 
Spare Parts Austin 7 Club NSW Inc 

Bank Laboratories Credit Union Bendigo Bank 

BSB 802-841 633-000 

Account 100008499 128875804 

The Austin 7 Club NSW Inc meets at 8:00pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
BankstownSports, 8 Greenfield Parade, Bankstown NSW. Parking is available via 
Mona Street (off Greenfield Parade) in the multi-level car park. Visitors are welcome. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: The Austin 7 Club NSW Inc (the Club), its Officers and the Committee cannot be 
held liable for any errors and/or omissions in items that are published in good faith in this Baby 
Torque magazine. It should be noted that the publication of an advertisement or expression of 
views in articles and reports in this magazine does not necessarily imply endorsement by the Club. ! 
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 Point Score Trophy 
Don’t forget the Austin 7 Club NSW Point Score program. Our 
aim is to see as many people as possible attending events and 

meetings (including monthly general meetings). Participation in an 
event or outing from the starting point to the finish will score you 2 

points, while attending a general meeting will score you 1 point. These 
points are awarded whether you attend in your Austin 7 or modern car. 

The person with the highest points tally will receive a trophy at our 
Christmas Luncheon / Presentation Day. Come along and get involved. 

 
All Spare Parts correspondence should be addressed 

to: 
 

Mr Mervyn Boatwright, 
P.O. Box 366, Casula Mall.  NSW  2170 

 

Tel: (02) 9822 8609 
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~   2014  PRESENTATION  DAY   ~~   2014  PRESENTATION  DAY   ~~   2014  PRESENTATION  DAY   ~   
   

SHIELDSSHIELDSSHIELDS   
 

Club Member of the Year ………………………………….……...……. Name 

Club Car of the Year ………………………….………………………...... Name 

President’s Shield ……………………………………….………………..... Name 

Don Avery Memorial Shield ………………………………………….… Name 

Most Enthusiastic Club Member ……………………………..…….. Name 

Longest Distance Travelled for an A7 ………………………... Name 

Motor Sport Shield …………………………………………..……………. Name  

 

TROPHIES TROPHIES TROPHIES    
 

Club Member of the Year ………..……………………………………... Name 

Club Car of the Year ………………………………………...……………. Name 

President’s Run ………..…………………..……………………………….... Name 

Don Avery Memorial Run ………………………………………………... Name 

Most Enthusiastic Club Member ……………………………..…….. Name                                 

Longest Distance Travelled for an A7 ..………………………. Name 

Motor Sport Trophy ………………………..…………………..…………. Name 

Austin 7 Achiever of the Year ……………………………………..…. Name                                                            

Austin 7 Point Score Winners …………………………………...….. Name 

Austin 7 Brain Teaser Winners ………………………………………. name                                                           

Tail End Charlie - President’s Run ……………………………….... Name 

Crankshaft Breaker for 2014 ……………………………….……... Name 

Thank you - Club  Raffle Sales Lady ……..………………………. Name  

 

 

 

These minutes of the Austin 7 Club NSW Inc are to be confirmed at the next General Meeting 
Minutes of the XXXXX  XXXXXX General Meeting 
Held on 12 June 2013 at BankstownSports, 
8 Greenfield Parade, Bankstown. The meet-
ing was opened at X.XXpm by Warren 
Gracie who welcomed all members. 
 

Minutes taker: Maureen Boatwright 
 

Attendees: 17 
 

Apologies: Joanne Wellington, Amy & Paul 
Pui, Carolyn Thompson, Helen Lewis, Helen 
& Denis Quartly, Paul Boatwright, Paul Kind-
er, Barbara and Kevin Fahey. 
 

Visitors: Nil 
 
Moved: Mark Wellington     Seconded: Ken Rolley 
 

Minutes of previous meeting read and 
accepted: 
 
Moved: Mark Wellington     Seconded: Faye Yarroll 
 

Business arising from minutes: Regarding 
Proposal - TCIS Insurance will contact Com-
mittee within a few days and we are still wait-
ing a reply from the RMS. Maureen apolo-
gised for not including Paul & Amy Pui in 
Apologies for March Meeting. 
 

Run Log: 7 vehicle movements between 15 
February 2013 and 7 April 2013. 
 

Correspondence: Inwards: Overland Tele-
graph, 2 x Baby Torque W.A, Lightshaft VIC, 
The Depender, Bent Wire, Drive Chatter, 
Vintage & Veteran Car Club (Goulburn), 
Flyer - Motorlife Museum Kembla Grange 
Auction 19 May 2013, Letter from Covercraft 
at Seven Hills. Terry Woodhouse A7 Club 
Vic sent card & 20 National Rally Entrants - 
Austin 7 Direction signs. Outwards: Nil  
 
Moved: Robert Yarroll     Seconded: Mark Wellington 
 

Treasurers Report: Warren Gracie read the 
Financial Report in Helen Lewis’ absence. 
 
Moved: Ken Rolley     Seconded: Robert Yarroll 
 

Spare Parts Report: Mervyn Boatwright 

read the Spare Parts Report. 
 
Moved: Ken Rolley     Seconded: Graham Burgess 
 

Editor: Position Vacant. 
 

Membership Officer: Faye Yarroll reported 
81 financial members, letter sent to David 
Snape (NRMA) for Business Card Sponsor-
ship renewal, website activity very good, 
events gallery new photos of AOA2013 and 
new video clip and information of Austin 7 
books for sale published by Ian Itter.  
 

Welfare: Thank you card received from Rus-
sell Linfoot, card sent to Ada Thompson who 
is recovering in hospital after surgery.    

Public Officer/Secretary:  Nil.  
 

Events Team: Christmas in July and Presi-
dents Weekend  - 5 rooms booked at Port 
Stephens. $265 per double. On National 
Motoring Heritage Day our Club will visit the 
Australiana Pioneer Village at Wilberforce on 
19 May 2013.  
 
Moved: Mark Wellington     Seconded: Robert Yarroll  
 

General Business: Ken Rolley suggested a 
framed photo of Club Cars be given to 
BankstownSports to show our Clubs Appre-
ciation for allowing us to use their Club to 
hold our General Meetings. CMC raffle for 
Prostate Cancer Research for 1963 Chrysler 
Valiant Car has raised $11,500 and will be 
drawn at Shannons Sydney Classic Day on 
18 August 2013. If you were one of the en-
trants at the National Rally at SA and would 
like to be one of 20 members to obtain a 
wonderful memento, then please contact 
Maureen on 9822 8609. Four door prizes (A7 
clocks) donated by Ken Rolley.   
 

Meeting closed: 8.50pm 
 

Door Prize - Won by Ron Selig 
Raffle - Won by Kevin Harte 
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Add text here 

 
 
 

Single Membership Fee for 2015 …… $50 
Family Membership Fee for 2015 …… $55 
Joining Fee …………………………………………… $30 

 

The Joining Fee applies to all new members and those who 
have not renewed their Membership by 31 January each year. 

Your Club Membership renewal was due on 1 January 2015 

Page 3 

editors name 
“Many Happy Returns” to all 
Club Members celebrating 

their Birthday during 
January & February 2015. 
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From the editor: 

Please be reminded that any contributions of articles or subjects of interest etc to be 
published in the magazines from members of the club are always greatly appreciated.  

NOTE: Members requiring their Historic Vehicle Declaration Form (1259) to be Club signed and Club stamped, 
need to fill out the 1259 Form and post it with all necessary paperwork regarding their registration to:

 Mervyn Boatwright - P.O. Box 366, Casula Mall, NSW 2170
This paperwork will be signed and stamped, photocopied for our Club records and the originals returned 

to you immediately so you can register your vehicle.
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Welcome New Member!
Ken and Cathy Robinson

Postal Address: P.O. Box 6009, North Ryde NSW 2113
Email: info@austin7clubnsw.org.au

Website: www.austin7clubnsw.org.au

RMS Regulations & Club Rules
Members are to observe all RMS Regulations and Club Rules as contained in our current 
Constitution and Members Mate booklet.
If this Club is nominated as your Primary Club under the RMS Historic Conditional Registration 
Scheme (HCRS) then the following documents MUST be carried in your vehicle at all times.
•	 a copy of your RMS Certificate of Approved Operation of Vehicle
•	 a copy of this Clubs Certificate of Insurance (Public Liability)
•	 a current or recent Baby Torque magazine
•	 a current yearly membership receipt

If bad weather conditions are looming:
 please contact Maureen Boatwright (Home) 02 9822 8609   (Mobile) 0413 017 263 

or Paul Pui (Home)  02 9958 1791   (Mobile) 0413 621 078 
Saturday evenings or from 6.30am on the Sunday of the run.

Austin 7 Club NSW Inc
“Dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all types of Austin Sevens”

Our Club is a member of The Council of Motor Clubs, Inc
The Austin 7 Club NSW Inc has been active since 1984 and aims to bring together people with 
the common interest of restoring, preserving and driving Austin Sevens. We are an informal 
family club that regularly takes our “Babies” to the road for some fun social touring. Spare 
parts are available to Club Members through the Club Spares Division and our technical 
people will give advice, where possible, in regards to the restoration of these cars.

Welcome New Members:
Mr Paul Cummins


